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The Spring Bridegroom-

A NONENTITY WHO IS
NEVERTHELESS NECESSARY j
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Altruism Is Just ns all pervading selfi-

shness If ore only looks for It In the right
pUrr It W altruism pure and simple

loads one to write of the spring
brUcroom-

Tlie public is simply overwhelmed with
frjrrlpttons of tho bride It Is
told ror example that Mm Reginald Van
Jwlllt Kid thirty trunks hUed with her
lrots eau It others of her lees fortunate
iMcrs have not thirty trunks they nave
it Kist U fashion notes can be believed

of boxra wardrobes Ac filled-

to repletion with lacy Ungerloand charming
frockh

Tim public is told what the bride will
airit the what she will go away-

In It In sometimes informed as to her
cumingbrick dress It is kept Informed

i
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us to the latent fad for her presents
her hou e decorations Nothing ls allowed
to MCRP not een papas gift or the ret
lace from the maiden aunt

The spring bride U put under the micro-

scope fur the inspection of the public
There Is nothing left for the Imagination
to feed upon

Only one necessary native is omltta
from this DVM of description and that I

the spring bridegroom It I

mentioned ccsually that the bridetobe I-

to marry Mr Sonndso and If there Is
of spoce It may be added that h

belongs to such and such club
Of course it Is generally conceded thai

the bridegroom IA a rather Insignificant

figure He 1s necessary like the ring and
from picturesque advertising

standpoint Is more or
The idea of bridegroom U being soared

at the altar suggests a wasteful excess of
unusual feeling for no one notices and

cnrcs about him The attendants at
Um church or houe function are interested
only in the bride her the cost
ol her frocks trimmings and Incidentally
her emotions

Who for Instance 1s troubling himself
at to the manner of the bridegrooms dress-

Ing for the occasion And yet there are

few who even if have not boon pres-

ent at such a sentimental time have not

pictured the scene of the dressing of tIn
bride over and over the weeping mother

deft maid the arriving at the

list moment the bridesmaids crowding
into the apartment in their frilly frocks
the bride timorous and doubtful or care
less and happy

But what of the bridegroom Who

dresses the bridegroom be tie hit

THERES DONOVAN WHO rTOA

AXD LOST A HALF MILLION

Wow Hes Baek at the Pttnt Where n
Started Ills Staten Island Ferry oil
RlpleyV1 VIKU A River Man Walt
tag to Be Drawned A

man With Money and Advratnrt

Pat Donovans Ufo Is of many
that have been tired aloni the waterfront-

of many a city
Pat Donovan may be found seven days

In the week at the end of a rotten wharf
jutting out from Staten Island into New
York Bay near the lIttlo railroad station
at New Brighton He wears a souwester
over hU grixzled ageworn face and ho U

always ready to ferry all who venture on

the pier across the arm of the bay to the
factorylined Jersey shore a good mile

away
Most of his passengers are workers in

the factories who have their homes in

Staten Island beyond the pall of smoke
Once In a good while a stranger his

ay along the wharf and lowers himself
Into one of the aged ferrymans boats

A minute or two later the boat glides
post the tialfMihmerged wreck of what
apparently was onoo a fine craft of some
port Then as the htrongor looks with
curiosity the heavilyrusted machinery

remnants of a gilded cabin and the
rumbling Pat Donovan shifts
kit tobacco and anticipates his passengers
MJfHtion

That he rays with gruff cheerfulness
U what is Irft of my fortune

Yc sir he continues after letting
tlm boat drift close up to and past the
wreck and then resuming the oars
the remains of forty years work and here
I am a man of seventy the same
timing I did when I started out getting whats
sunk back of you air

Look behind you and nee what I used
to own Jut about a milo of tho water-
front near the railroad station Quo
I o worth pretty clow to a half a million

I ono time working night and
here from the day

Ireland until fifteen ago
air I started out an a

youngster right here where Im ferrying
you across now That was fifty years

n ferrying ever since too not in a
rowjoat time No slrree Ive
taion em over in as fine a steam craft as

VPT carried passengers In Sow York
Ann em across

Tell how It was Fifteen
Z seeing my men rowing pas
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ROMANCE OF TIlE WATERFRONT
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own tie put his own studs In his linen
Does hive to pack his own bag and for-
get lila own toothbrush as the proper
way with bridegrooms then is ascertain
largeness of view about a man who forgets
the trivial at such a Itme

Does his favorllo bullpup chew the shoe
that he has forgotten to put on in his ner-
vous haste DOM he Holaoo himself with
a highball while he keeps tho opnn book

him and recites loudly With all
my goodly words I thee endow

Is he fortunate enough to possess a
valet one of those mysterious French
products Who coma from some unknown
chaos of like experiences and have about
thorn on the morning of tho ceremony a
rather sardonic grin as It they know well
where It was all going to end

he
I

¬

Who will throw light on the convention
alltiea of this time from the bridegroom
standpoint

What dON he think about the obey
of the marriage service which some of

fathers are willing if properly
approached to omit from the service

Does be have a few inward qualms at
to the first time when a difference of opln
ion arising he may quote with emphasl
the fact that she promised and wonder
what he will do or say If she laughs as eh
surely will I

Tho one unfailing statement that la made

about the bridegroom Is that relating U

his farewell bachelor dinner This 1

where be scores Such an Important iten
as this could not be omitted and U conse
quently rescued from the oblivion which

hovers about the rest of his actions am
thoughts

There was a time when the bachelor
dinner was given the night before
obvious reasons this custom has bowei
to a happier one and It is easy to toil just
what kind of dinner took place by th
length of time which elapses between 1

and the ceremony proper
Sometimes a or ten days Intervene

over and I thought of the prop-
erty Id managed to get of m

to
I calculated I had several hundred

thousand dollars In real estate build-
ings on it and m I said to myself Pat

your customers across
I for a steam ferryboat

to built
She was as fine a craft as ever ploughed

her way through the Bay

brass trimmings Lord I was proud o
her so atuok that I aero
myself first week and she behaved Ilk

little lady she was
Then I didnt feel like work-

ing and I turned her over to a hired pllot
damn me sir she burned to the

I was In love with
Mary I

did though it cost me another 2Suoo
mortgage on

spat reflectively over the

boats side
Same old story she burned a second

time two later But her bones
are yonder They to
Mary ODonnell she went

others
Yes sit those boats burned up under

my very feet in than five years and

lost what I had left afte
clearing off the mortgages

Doesnt to It
Well I got mine back after a time

quarters together
and here I am still at

the em

across

got tho
when 1 had of

called me air
Donovan and Pat

know Ive to cm is enough to
keon me feeling happy now

Done of the last Mary
ODonnell hack Why
I row past cm I laugh thought of

Ing em across Just same

Old Ripley was another Staten Island
waterfront man with history and for
tune Be bad blue blood besides for he

was descended from one of the old

Huguenot famlUs that settled on the Wand
In the young year of America family of
noble lineage

B was U laatof hU family bsoaasa

the
mote radical

For

wee k

I
reckon youvs got enough money to taKe

a decent boat

be

gold UM In
Id wood work

the

edlt day
boatman

a the
made up mind

to her from the which 1

IO

I bat a and

our
and

set about here All Id done
bolero I rub two

Evor wish for fortune bock The
steelgray Yell twinkled Cant 8I1Y I
ever Aint I doing I whln
I had Mary tklne

Doing was best pleasure
then doIng something me

best now
ot the

not plain

I

ot fine times when

Im smoking my ot l and to

m 1f In a uniform
like mad at the and

the half to death with

mr Importance sir
I feel gloomy Aint I row

a a

o

wi

0

a
cabins

hotaew sad

that same

pullingin squall

thats my

across

gIves
times

memory days

to think
pipe

a

bawling
passengers
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and the bride if she be a sensible young
woman will not demand too much of her
Hanois time and attention In that Interval
As be will probably tell If she asks
the last few days should be spent In thought
fig meditation general sobering up no
to speak

It is by those who know that a woman
will never tell what her husband said to
her on the momentous occasion when ho
asked her owd she fawnoy Awklns for
her other nyme

Oorhon It is that a woman usually manages-
to evade this Inquiry by hook or by crook
Some look forgetful although of course
the whole ceremony is Indelibly stamped
on their sensitive memories some exhibit
maiden blushes until In pity you withdraw
your questions some refuse outright on
the that It is too sacred a subject for
your inspection It 1s natural to suppose
that these latter helped the matter along
a little Its tact tact tact you Know

One oant blame them It is all very well
to hold up the list of tho rejected for amuse-
ment or Irony as the case may bo but to
admit that the Only One won guilty of euch
a speech as he probably uttered at that
tune is beyond the fortitude of the average
woman even in the privacy of a feminine
luncheon

The proposals of Alphonae are rarely
in the manner stated in tho modern

novel Aiphonso is very apt to forget his
lines or his cue and with whatever fore-
thought he may have approached the psy-
chological moment he Is liable to get as
rattled as Maeterlincks adjectives when
the opportunity cornea

It in a pity that that particular par t of
marital preliminaries could not be left In
the care of the loquacious sex This of
course Goes not imply that some do not
take It by force of arms so to speak

A woman would do it so gracefully
She would never forget to say that he was
the only ono she ever loved as Alpbonse
is co apt to do

In the bright lexicon of mutual admira-
tion forever means perhaps a year and
eternity a decado and she would never
falter over these words having learned
them In that volume Alphonse Is liable
toKtonmer at these times carelessly using
the unabridged edition

One bridegroom Interviewed will do
for many

What did I say to her when I aaked her

her

made

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬
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he repeated walking up and down
his hands In his pockets and looking
Ittle as a child looks when caught
his fingers In the marmalade

know lie went on with
look of engaged fright which
ever since engagement was announced

do you know suppose It might be salt
that never r nigh
out I never thought of it until
something came up her an

to me that I had neve
exactly treated her right in the matter
So I sold

he said love of the water keeps me
all other loves But it is told on the Island
by those who knew Old lUpley that t
love of the water was Inspired by an un
conquerable desire to bo near the plant
where the betrothed of his young manhood
lost her life while attempting to cross the
Arthur Kill during a squall

Prom that day Old Rlploy neglected
business in New York and took to
around the wharf of the little w

bad wnbarkMl t her death
unable to make him forget desist

after awhileand then Old
sank to the level In which bo for
nearly thirty

Jobs to keep body and
together but always near water Hi

summer as close to the
water as he could And when ho was
neither working nor sleeping he could
found out ovor where the

that Old
over permitted himself h Indulged In when-
ever was to money

a boat for an hour of two or was
successful In pleading with somo of his
acquaintances of one

furiously row down until worn out
would leisurely make the land am

slink off to the nearest saloon his
hair and long bristling beard flaring
In all directions-

Old end was in keeping with
his life He rolled qff the on
ho sleeping one summers night
picked up several d over

who were con
verstnt romance

went nshore at tho place where hi
sweetheart was making lien

There Is a river man In Plttsburg who
lias been waiting for half of mans allotted
span of to be drowned in the Ohio

lIe believes implicitly that he will not
not dloany other way Ills reawn for his
belief he states inn

The men of have river
men ever since they settled hero in the
Utter of eighteenth
Theyve nil loved the wnt r all

It and theyve ell died In it
My und of his

grandfather was drowned along with his
daughters an explosion

my brother and a cousin were
on paired during a storm a piece down

bodies were a week

rm the only of family
the for n

to you maybe Itll

Why I I T rlTsrTI cant
lu bold on m Aad

with

with

a

I

fat her

from

hanging

his aao6l
swiftly

soul

I

be

girl and her brother had drowned

pull out Into time kill and

uncut
out

They

on shore and the old
riverfront acquaintances

the

I
captMt-

I ors

been

one
a raft off cincinnati

ott time bllla1I1I Ule boat WU
entering the mID

I sew my rAther knocked jiensehesa off
a coal tairge a and he
rose above Ue surface Three

earl the
river
later one m
left ana
will get me some suns Im

and then be
contented the
It io good

0

thi

mus

boat

nmatterof fact

during never

a to

as as
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the paper and Just how much
we might leave presents

But Fan Isnt a girl to stand on cere
She said

exactly as if I had asked her to have
a lemon

Thats what I like about Fan she isnt
at all conventional In I believe wo
nover were Introduced In too Mr
So and So let me Present you to Miss Bo
and So style Wo at a picnic or a
house party and took the matter our
own

Vliat did you say to her father he
was asked

Tho bridegroom lost his air of pleasing

That be admitted was the most awful
experience I have over had

I felt pretty savage toward
Fan It deemed to me as been
elastIc about other she

stretch a here but I believe
situ enjoyed my discomfiture

wn not mine I felt as

kindly Now dearTorn dont worry
pa Ill tend to him just come

In to upper Sunday night and ha
nil wm to be
any starving need for mo to make myself

at first I thought site
look at thn affair as I ax something
to l avoided rather than run into I
said ono day in rather an offhand manner-

I it will bo necessary Fan to
say something or other to man
wont it

Hho started up
Would you toko see him now she

I dragged her back quickly by the skirt

hurry
ORBumed of course beIng a

of such fine delicate feelings would
say Oh It innt neccswary

Oh
th way Inever Teme

You see we de lded on

toward
and seem little

father
It she run affair nimil tuy

lO

allked

Not now r said hastIly What your

Tknmmj 1 bgiv
asked Y you

had theool rof
wedding

a

the to-
me

a

¬
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After that two or thrrotimes she hin
that her father was home but 11

awfully obtuse Then she spoke
out asked ifI didnt wantto see him
for anything an awfi

couldnt brace myself u
and the other time Inod had a
with dinner and Iwouldnt Insult an
girl by asking her father f9f her at suob

Then she began to treat roe ratheroddl
and I saw that was wron
couuld not what it was but after
had surprised her in tears a few times

mo told
I made clean breast I was deadl

afraid of her parent and admitted It
would rather nave a don of lioi
with the door than go down and as
for Fans future of her father

It rather amused she had
bullied her paternal relative a little an
could not ono would h
really afraid of him I argued with he

else she was conventionality itself In thi
1 must ask was the sum an

Finally a brilliant me
to him I announced gayly

That would be fine answere
with a gentle Irony particularly as r
knows are hero It is i
romantic too to ask a girls father for
in a typewritten letter

would it do if I did something eke
Id como back to the river some be
amen I couldnt stay away and then 1

be no better off
No the rlviT is bound to take me who

It wants me It knows thnt and I know it
hut Im not letting that spoil my
times

1 figure It out all to
in some way or another and mine will bi

rather did and hi
fathers father before him

The average is not
girded as a memo who would have much
romance In his life but a certain long-
shoreman In Philadelphia
adventures all over

By own admissions he has served li
Army lute seen in South

American has campaigner
with tho French in Africa
something of German lire

xtatements are backed up by hi
knowledge of foreign matters
his to a dozen languages
And two long HOOTS that disfigure

of his words
Though a longshoreman with a

wage J be
one of time waterfront

that his fellow workers haunt but in
secondrate hotel In the ventral of
city whore the rates rooms alone

earnings He has been
for ten and be pays hi
bill It is check

The first time that b offend A check I
was politely refused

lust up time T Bank and ask
about me

The clerk did so and was the
he got

for many times that sum
the man i or where he

as a no one
satisfactorily say Those who knw

as of history believe him
be an Englishman family
But work as are
their conjectures about his wealth

for the

except that which the man him
self gives

I love waterfront and so I
on it

The Kaiser Seldom la Plain Clotaet
From IA Leaden Rxprtu

Few nerman Kaiser
wear

One time
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good
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and look all swords
urnlslm otbe toad raith
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equal
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you are afraid of It nUd the man
them
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all right good

ball
made his money or be In

car
to

also

rouah
work ot a have no ix
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is
plain clothes Yet
tunes WbIO i Is

at
1n when
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that wevs

further evidence

not

fts Hes

wmy persists
am

his
ties

bvs sis the
be s some

but pee
asry ii prefers mntror even
The Urns he Ii Is hi

military Is-

land however ruls
Urn anybody baa ever

ieen Kaiser a bIac-

drwIeoAer KaIser
brown

frays belflg 001cr bat sow

14don
Do you suppose pa wouldgive hU

paper to worry over your band
writing

was a facer but it was deserved

to be iypririttent I-
reI r1ded Il oml1y

eTenIn

haye

BKARDIXO TilE LION IN HIS DEN

I hod uptho letterwriting scheme
Couldnt Into the office

casually hand him a good cigar and ask

She sighed wearily
Pa over his spectacles

st you and growl out Well young man
Im can I
Youd nin I know you Besideshe always
has three clerks In the oflloo
you dont want to ask before thorn do you

Couldnt I meet him on tho comer
this was the desperation of weakness and-
I showed it my manner

He doesnt corners as a genera
thing for men to como up

daughter
Then I a little As long as

it had to come it seemed to me
It might just as well come then-

I had not two or three
worrying over it so I said with assumed
courage Where la be She pointed

to

t

all

l

10
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toward the door that led Into the library
Then she turned and burled
in the sofa cushions

thought at the time she was a little
notwithstanding her ap-

parent she was

that never saw any one with such-
a woebegone face on as I had and her
sense of is wonderfully acute

It a man who has
lived through his of sentiment and la
busied getting and the rise
and taU of stocks must find it a little

POEMS BY THE VASSAR GIRLS

RHYMES OF TOE COW THE lIEN
AND A TYRANT NAMED ItO IFVYO-

I Fun the YOUUK Women liars Also
Described In Verse Athletic Feats
f the 8tateat Lire at a Girls Col

PovonuxraiK April 18 The Vattario
for 1003 Is just out It is profusely Illus-

trated with original sketches by members
of the graduating class and pictures of
the various athletic organisations scenes
from the various Hall plays and views of
the new chapel and the senior parlor Tho
book U dedicated to Miss Gertrude Buck

late professor of English
A Is given of each of the 1J2

the graduating class and to
each a poetical tribute la paid Some of
these tribute an as follows

V rut sltbo h had much wIt

And sttn th wod r crew
on small atsd could amy sfl knew

who an rood shtll happy
shall sit ts cokUa chair

Lad pUah st a lenleci CABV-
Mmu brush of omcfs haLe

A bearatac apptrttlon seat
To Uu tue ef ornsmcat

Too UU and s too

toarn within nr tips I rrtn
who talks much must Ulk ta vain

Deep OB frost entraren
Deliberation it sad public

Under the heading of Class Room
Memories the poetic muse Is wooed
with Interesting results The following
Thoughts on the Visual Range of the Mod-

em tow are presented
Hair Uk ilmpl mlnded cow

To sweep lh vail Seneca
6och lock of tl bt must b a bore

dull lo b a qusdruped
And ro sb 1 with bufint
AsS sever bortion w

A III that would make weep

Remarks on tho Hen are rhymed thost
now stupid fanorard heal

How blind to tnith sad
does not know that chickens

And titus ducUlnt quacktt
And many un stumpu

To mk her ehlckrn swIm
She triM to make duck1lnr tenet

Upon the hickory Umb

foUowihg poetlo adorn rees

h r elf
or laughter she confided

I
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Ulp 31

in fact to-
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es ee Vsusfl

tsbswas venT Using
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rkliculou to b v
of with whoso
hovhas been acquainted for years

the or I should say gas
log angel the comforter

and similarly complimentary-
terms

But so long was Incumbent
me to do as Fan wished I had determined-
to do It In I would make as
flowery a speech as It was possible one

be ashamed to t
Fan when I returned 1 hid practically
tabulated it in the
the trip from drawing room to library
I went over it it ran as near as
I can remember something like this

sowed oats not an oat
lovely

Attracted susceptible to
beauty lu Its various

really loved but once her
Bright star the only girl

to

a

All

u n

lave

you

bop

man pea
his

iwo understand this having beenmild

DRESSING THE BRIDEGROOM

Income 11001
Prospects HI feeble

delighted She will I

a daughter
erich other

Now I dont think that was bad for
starter of course I intended to
it A pinks It less stacoito In style

nut some way when I looked
den and Kiw sitting there mi Jin K
book his feet hi anti the even-
Ing br hU tilde my nowfound elo
queues simply dried up
of a

numbered hud gem
down two shares and I remembered
Fan in a of confidence one dnv told
roe that Interested In

He hud his his mouth and he
was biting it I rattled the curtain
a he apparently did not hair

Then I did not hear
I mustered my few flickering

gleams of courage
you be so good I stammered

He up glanced at me
over his
an older man when he mnts to mike-
a younger as If he were as green
us Ho at mo a minute
end stood turning at bust three different
colors

Then he yawned little
You wnnt ho sId Her mother

told me I youll t o happy Mike
youj elf perfectly ut

A BARD
Altbourh n lowly rrubmui Im cJtbctlcallr In

And 1 drrmed mr room quite spoiled by to u ly
lde bflnd

flat I thought of Mr DoimlOf hat man of rrr l
renown

And I said 1 hill demand that Mr Downing take
U down

So I the elevator sad
Rlfhl down to Mr Dowulnf wean I moan lo

try to down
Said I of Lift Bewaret In all Pouch

town-
I am the man who dare Ur Downlac

down

Whatl Mr Downing No that
wont co down with mr

Per Downing liot downy sad Im not that soft
jrou are

Nov you Just listen cloarlr while I this to you

So lour u I am Downlnr I will never take It

Uy real name lJ Downlne that Tact do Lot for

tad It I were you I wouldnt try lo call me down

Out I may be Downing atlll youll not be
dowulnr

For downing Mr Downing tins easy aa can be

tie paused I fled precipitate before bli awful

Nor stopped till down ny downy bed I threw
rue

wrote my memory I wet the
with

rhat downing Mr Downing U a task for future
year

We sri the rime of their
In the StudnuTht element we In old V tx
Which tot involution

Our RrMraln thyself
Give voice to hint whim

Pour out to the world ax a whole
And heed not the Proctor rum

Time outermost of the colltco
Rriound lo gay

And the liaR hours attest the powers
Dt creed which we obey

That morbid maiden with ronnclenc laden
KSjown aai he OorrldorIUn

And whenever the ol her
Which only the bear

Pauses oatoe more our door
nlja for the fete that Mnran-

And weofer In cute cenf rou mood
That be to plead Cattle

AsS time soft retreat Sorer her to
Is hastened by wild applause

TTe are daughter of mirth and Uughttr
And the ot carelru tee

The stream of sound that enrtlop ns tovaa-

vitnflrm and anful tread
And treat U the woe of our below

At above her head
shoe whlcn pretest with a fleadlib seat

As wr caper the room
W drop o r when we to bed

s sound like the crick of doom
As 4 w open our tree with first sunrtMi

lire to resume

From tbo Vssmr Collie Blue Book
In tin TIOI It In

the oollege nt nt
8nr aluranii 70 the faculty

crHumtlonall and Ml atudont It-

f m rked that In I M l
nannKeinent of the college was
landed over to Mr Downing

Under the heed ot suggestions appear
he following

scienUdoaUy Inclined rich
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